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WHAT YOU OTTER DO!
This is a free event to all participants. Our event this year. Focus the Region, takes place on Feb. 25 and will look
at issues and solutions of local relevance in addressing climate change. This year emphasis will be on green jobs,
climate action planning, and transportation.

THURS2/5HAVE(ANDGIVE)AHEART VINYARDSUITESLOB Y 4P.M
To get residents registered to be organ donors

FRI 2/26
SANKOFA: WE BEGIN AGAIN IN 2010
MEETING HOUSE
5 P.M. - 7 P.M.
Sankofa: We Begin Agian In 2010 is an event celebrating Black History Month with shared poetry and songs
presented by BSU staff, faculty & students to select Community Members and Organizations.

MON 3/1
ALUMNI & VISITOR'S CENTER RECEPTI0N/L08BV
Celebrate Our Teaching! 2nd Annual Wine & Cheese Reception. Faculty Scholarship Showcase. All faculty are
welcome to share their poster or PowerPoint presentations, demonstrations, or bring handouts to share. Wine &
hors d'oeuvres.

TUE 3/2
INTER-CLUB COUNCIL MEETING
ALUMNI & VISITOR'S CENTER RECEPTION/LOBBY
7:30 P.M. - 9:30 P.M.
Inter-Club Council is made up of one or more representatives from each student dub or organization.
Associated Students allocates over $20,000 dollars each year for Inter Club Council to dedicate to club events
and activities as a way to support our students and their passions.

THURS 3/4
ANDY GROSS-MAGIC, COMEDY, JUGGLING/MIND
BOGGLING: THE SHOW
WORLD THEATER
7:30 P.M. - 9:30 P.M.

FE B 25 - M AR CH 11

THURS2/25
FOCUS THE REGION
UC RIGHT CONFERENCE ROOM
11 A.M. - 3P.M.

GOT AN EVENT?
LET US KNOW!
OTTER_REALM@
CSUMB.EDU

Enjoy a fun filled entertaining evening of up-dose magic, comedy & juggling with the ultimate professional
Andy Gross. Andy brings to his performance a level of excitement and entertainment diveristy that has
astounded audiences everywhere. FREE PARKING For tickets & information: 831 -582-4580. World Theater on 6th
Avenue.

SAT 3/6-SUN 3/7
A WOMAN'S
MEETING
HOUSE
LIFE IN PIECES

7*30PAM * 9*30PM /2PM * 4 P M
A Woman's Life in Pieces is the coming-of-age-at-50 exploit of a twenty-first century woman. It’s her kick-ass
search for meaning. Bawdy, full of punch and pathos, under the direction of Rosemary Luke, in the character of
Calla Lily, Patrice Vecchione, creates a fierce, soulful and funny performance.

TUE 3/4
GRADFEST
UNIVERSITY CENTER
10 A.M. - 7 P.M.
Spring GradFest is a one-stop shop for all commencement needs. The day will include an opportunity to check
the spelling on diplomas, have graduation portrait taken, order announcement/invitations, join the Alumni
Association and so much more.

FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT THE CSUMB MASTER CALENDAR ONLINE @ WWW.CALENDAR.CSUMB.EDU
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EDITOR'S COLUMN
I have decided to enter
the real world

A Lasting
Impression

Caitlyn Johnson, Editor-In-Chief
CJOHNSON@CSUMB.EDU

This is the end. My list of "lasts"
keeps getting longer. This is my
last first issue of the Otter Realm.
This is my last semester as EditorIn-Chief of the Otter Realm. This is
my last time registering for classes.
This is my last time having to pay
tuition. This is my last semester as
a student at CSU Monterey Bay
(CSUMB). These lasts all add up
to the feeling that everything I
have known for the past four years
will instantly change in one day.
Graduation.
I have decided to enter the real
world with a leap of faith. Not
knowing what is next and having
every opportunity in the world. A
feeling I won't have many times
in my life. Instead of sitting and
stewing about how I don't have a
job yet or where I am going ttflive,
I vow to have a positive attitude. I
can have any type of job I want and
I can move or not move anywhere
I want.
As college students we let the
stress of life after graduation loom
over us. From the first moment we
start earning our degree we are
bombarded with questions like,
what are you going to do with

that degree and how much money
does that job make. Our whole life
does not need to be planned in
one day or even one year.
What happened to having a job
you enjoy and making experiences
to remember for a lifetime? Or
about making a difference? This
is what college is all about and
what life is all about, jumping into
adventures full on and making the
best of everything. Never looking
back and never having regrets.
Cliche, I know, but remember
nothing needs to be planned
today. Life will take the road it is
supposed to.
So here is to the end, and the
beginning of the next phase of
our lives.
Please enjoy the Otter Realm
this semester as my time comes
closer to the end. Although it is my
last semester as Editor-In-Chief, it
is not over. We have a brand new
enthusiastic staff, a new layout, a
continuously improving website
(otterrealm.net) and many new
stories to come. Take this leap of
faith with me and the Otter Realm
into Spring 2010.
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MyCaregiver
Is Monterey Ready for
Medical Marijuana?
Reid Larson, Staff Reporter
RLARSON@CSUMB.EDU

In November, MyCaregiver Inc., Monterey County's first medical
marijuana dispensary, opened. After weeks of controversial exchange
regarding the legal standing of the dispensary, in Feb. 16 the City
Council of Monterey extended a 45-day moratorium on medical
cannabis cooperatives.
During the dispute the Monterey City Council argued in a letter
to MyCaregiver's administrators that they listed the nature of their
business as Healthcare Cooperative/lndividual & Family Services and
withheld the critical piece of information of distributing medical
marijuana.
Jhonrico Carnshimba, one of four directors at MyCaregiver, said
they are being open and honest, inviting city council members to
come and tour their cooperative. The city served MyCaregiver a cease
and desist order and placed a $2,500 fine for each day it remained
open. The dispensary quickly filed an appeal.
During the City Council meetings in Jan.19 and Feb. 16 that ended
up in the extended moratorium to regulate the service, the attendance
was overwhelming with protestors on both sides of the argument
ready to state their
claims.
Tyler Rapley,
Global Studies senior
and secretary of
CSU Monterey Bay's
NORML (National
Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana
Laws) Chapter said,"...
cities like Monterey,
Pacific Grove, Sand
City and Gilroy are
experiencing growing
pains with regards to
their medical cannabis
dispensaries and how
to regulate them."
In response to the
moratorium being
passed Rapley stated,
"The city of Monterey
should keep the My
Caregiver co-op open

and allow it to become one of several professionally-run dispensaries
in the city that can meet the local demand for alternative, herbal
medicine".
On Tuesday Feb. 16, the
second City Council meeting
voted 4-1 passing an
extension of the moratorium
Once again, citizens came
to overwhelmingly speak
against a moratorium.
The city council members
however were on the fence
noting this deserves to be
thought about. Fred Meurer,
Monterey City Manager,
council member and former
law enforcement officer said,
"This really is a philosophical
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY REID LARSON
issue. Are you going to just shrug your shoulders?"
Opponents argue that medical marijuana collectives attract crime
and unfavorable conditions for their county.
Supporters to the dispensary argue that without the existenceof
cooperatives like MyCaregiver, qualified medical marijuana patients
must drive to Santa Cruz or even the Bay area to access their medicine
They also say that these law abiding ‘
"allow it to become establishments provide taxes for the
community and help those in need.
one of several
Joey Rodriguez, a medical
dispensaries in the marijuana patient since 2007 and
city that can meet current Monterey county resident,
the local demand for is upset that he has to take the time
alternative, hermal to head north to either Santa Cruz
Patient's Cooperative, or Green
medicine"
Way, both established non-profit
organizations in Santa Cruz County.
"Safe access to reliable medicine shouldn't be an issue," he said. "What
these pessimists don't seem to understand is this is our right protected
by the state of California."
For now MyCaregiver sits in legal limbo, while any other prospective
cooperatives looking to open in Monterey will just have to wait.
MyCaregiver Inc., is located on the 554 Lighthouse Ave. in Monterey.
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March4March

March 4,2010 has been declared the statewide Day ofAction.
Walking-out, teaching-in, marching, chanting, speaking out,
carrying signs, blaring horns and playing music will be the
activities of students, staff, faculty, teachers, parents,
librarians, custodians, labor unions and community
- $ 1 invested in students in
organizers from public PreK-12 schools, adult
CSU system brings $4.40
return tax revenue
schools, community colleges and universities.
- Spring 2010 no students
were admitted or
transferred from
Community Colleges
- More than 1,000
students will not be able
to enroll at CSU Monterey
Bay Fall 2010*

Nobia Monsauret, Staff Reporter
NMONSAURET@CSUMB.EDU

across the globe. On Oct. 24, 2009, 800
students, workers and teachers swelled out
of UC Berkeley's chaotic Pauley
Ballroom and into the halls. The
poster lined walls highlighted
their concerns at the Mobilizing
Conference to Save Public
Education. The fruition of this

* cta.org

amalgamation was a call for a day of action and the concept vision of a
statewide response was created, coined the Day of Action, and March 4th
was the target date designated to display the show of solidarity with all
sects of public education in participation.
Subsequently, there has been months of coordinating. Proponents
have sent their message through rallies, occupations of buildings,
marching, chanting, organizing, singing &
-182% tuition increases
dancing. They have formed a commission
since 2002
and massive media coverage statewide
- 40,000 students will be
has helped shed light on the concerns of
denied access to CSU's
these organizers whose single message is,
across the state Fall 2010
"Stop the dismantling of public education
- The CSU graduates the
and reinvest in California's future."
bulk of California's work
Manning has been involved in this
force: 87% of teachers;
movement since July 2009 and is a
64% of nurses; and 89%
California Commissioner for "Defend
of criminal justice-police
Public Education." She acknowledged
and firefighters
that "November was the month that the
movement really took off as a result of the occupations at several
campuses which created a high-profile space for people to gather, discuss
and get educated. These dramatic actions radicalized and educated
many students and were what turned this into a movement."
December 5, the group formed their California Commission in
three regions: Southern, Central and Northern California. The regional
commission met in San Francisco to begin preparations for their joint
collaboration for the Day of Action. The self-proclaimed group is made
up of approximately 60 persons diverse in ethnicity, gender, and age and
members of different populations of public education. The commission
drew from schools and higher education institutions from northern
California, including Monterey Bay, and was attended by Professor
Manning.
California seems to have taken a leadership role in what has been
declared a national movement. According to iacenter.org, "As the effects
of the economic crisis continue to
- For updates on the Day
spread into the education system
of Action itinerary, go to
nationally, it's time to join our
Face book groups under
voices with students and workers in
Education Action
California and draw inspiration from
Now CSUMB.
their example. We support each group
- Contact: Kimberly
or coalition organizing in the manner
Amador or MarieClaire and for the duration of their choosing."

Facio on MyCSUMB (Day
of Action organizers) to
be placed on mailing list

COVER PHOTO PROVIDED BY
MM PUBLISHING

No More Budget Cuts

On this day, a unifying force will have mounted
a variety of activities on each of the 23 CSU and
UC campuses in response to the budget cuts to
public education.
The Coalition
CSUMB formed a coalition last fall and a group of student activists
have since taken the reigns to collaborate with faculty and staff and other
local organizations to plan contribution in the Day of Action on March 4.
Activities are scheduled on campus and a convergence at Colton Hall in
downtown Monterey is planned.
CSUMB students will be joined by California Faculty Association (CFA),
CSU Employees Union (CSUEU), California Teachers Association (CTA),
local Monterey Bay Teachers Association (MBTA), Monterey Bay Central
Coast Labor Council (MBCCLC) and other local labor unions. Assembly
member Monning's Monterey Field office will address the critical mass in
a show of support of financing California's future.
CSUMB began early in its organizing efforts. Motivated campus
leaders attended an informational meeting in September led by faculty
members Caitlin Manning, TAT professor, and Dr. Jennifer Colby, Liberal
Studies lecture and CFA Faculty Rights Chair to the Monterey Bay Central
Labor Council. Also in attendance were other faculty and staff on behalf
of CSU Employees Union and students autonomously representing the
Student California Teachers Association, MEChA, and the Students for
Quality Education, all who expressed a growing concern over furloughs,
larger class sizes and higher fees.
According to student organizer Michael Frederiksen, sophomore,
"Our small but dedicated group worked throughout the fall to distribute
informational flyers; talk to other students on campus about their
concerns and met regularly in the TAT studio. We held an open mic rally
with media coverage, students and faculty marched to a Faculty
Senate Meeting chanting with a banner to address the faculty and
administrators and tell their personal stories."
The Movement
The call to action is a progressive movement that has
migrated through California, swept the nation and pockets
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Drought in CA
Trying to Make Citizens Actively
Aware of Our Water Problem
Are you a typical Californian?
Did you take a very long shower
today? You may want to think
twice before doing so again
since California has been facing
a three year long drought that
may possibly turn into four. Its
reservoirs, underground basins
and other sources of water are
now below normal capacity,
affecting everyone in the state.
If you are part of a typical
California family you may be using
163,000 gallons of water per year,
according to the Association of
California Water Agencies (ACWA).
Landscaping accounts for about
half the water Californians use at

20

home. Showers account for another 18 percent, while toilets use about
20 percent. At CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) student housing facilities
alone use up to 15.7 million gallons of water per year. However, Assistant
Director of Energy & Utilities Mike Lerch said that CSUMB is improving
water conservation by using waterless urinals, irrigation controls
that have an evapotranspiration feature that monitors the amount of
moisture in the soil and only waters the minimum amount. CSUMB is
also working with Marina Coast Water District to bring recycled water
from the treatment plant on the far side of Marina, throughout the
campus and on to Del Rey Oaks.
Although Central Coast residents use six times less water than Central
Valley residents according to ACWA, the deficit in the water supply
affects us all. State authorities have called for a mandatory rationing
in some counties, forcing restrictions on outdoor residential water use.
These measures are not in effect in Monterey County yet.
The current drought which is set at a severe level also has a big
impact on the agricultural industry, which contributes greatly to the
state's economy. According to the Department of Water Resources

"student housing
facilities alone
use up to 15.7
million gallons of
water per year."
Veronica Camacho, Staff Reporter
VCAMACHO@CSUMB.EDU

(DWR), "California produces over 250 different crops and leads the
nation in production of 75 commodities. In an average year California
agriculture irrigates 9.6 million acres using approximately 34 million
acre-feet of water." There are connections between the economy, the
food we consume, and the everyday use of water in households.
Trying to make citizens actively aware of this problem the DWR
and the ACWA initiated the "Save Our Water" program to prompt all
Californians to conserve water. This program in 2009 was designed to
help solve current drought problems by educating communities about
the importance of water conservation.
Californians can decrease water usage by reducing outdoor watering
to once or twice a week during early morning hours or late in the
evenings, taking shorter showers, running full loads in the washer
and dishwasher and turning off the tap when brushing their teeth.
By following these easy steps everyone can help "Save Our Water." For
more information visit: http://www.wateruseitwisely.com/

Census

Do Not Be Fooled-Be Counted
Elaine Schumacher, Staff Reporter
ESCHUMACHER@CSUMB.EDU

Knock, knock, "Who's there?""lt's the U.S. Census Bureau
and April 1 is National Census Day." Mandated by the
U.S. Constitution, the first census was taken in 1790,
when the U.S. population was 3,929,214; the current
population is 308,716,516 and rising
Every ten years Washington D.C. distributes billions
of dollars to state and local governments to conduct
the census. The federal government needs to have
an accurate count of who is living to ensure they
receive their fair share of funds. "The census in effect
helps us know where to build new schools, how much
road repair money a community may need, where we
should locate new hospitals and even how much we
should pay for child care and senior health programs,"
said State Representative Sam Farr.
Historically, the college populations are a challenge
to count because many students think that they are
counted on their parent's questionnaires. Students who live
away from home will receive their own questionnaires to complete
and return.
A current population count also determines how many U.S. senate
and apportioning seats in the U.S. House of Representatives are
represented from each state. The results of the census also affect
the number of votes each state receives in the Electoral College for
the 2012 presidential election. Participation in the 2010 Census
is required by law (Section 221, of Title 13 of the U.C. Code), but

criminal charges are seldom filed . In March, the U.S. Census Bureau will
send a form which consists of 10 questions concerning age, race and the
number of people living in a household to every home in America. If the
form is not returned, a census taker will visit the residence up to three
times to make sure your neighborhood is represented accurately.
College students who are interested in position as a census taker can
apply by calling 1-866-861-2010;
or visit www.2010census.gov.
com. The positions are available
from Feb. to May 2010; 20 to 40
hours per week, at $11.75 to $17
an hour and bilingual applicants
are encouraged to apply. Censuses
takers are required to take an oath
of confidentiality and are subject to
fines up to $250 thousand dollars
and five years of jail time for failure
to keep information confidential.
Students can also connect with
other census supporters, find out
the latest census news and get the
most updated information on the
Census Road Tour. Follow the 2010
"hello, Census Bureau ? Another one of your census-takers fell asleep on our doordtep!"
census on Twitter.

6 | Otter Realm | Feb. 25,2009-March 11,20101 www.otterrealm.net

NEWS

llipul

Educate
vs.
Incarcerate

Cameron Fuller, Copy Editor
CEULLER@CSUMB.EDU

Where is California's
money going?
Marvin Green, Staff Reporter
MGREEN@CSUMB.EDU

In an age of frugal spending and deep cuts in the budget, California
politicians have everybody asking: who are these cuts affecting? The
answer is: everyone.Those attending school, teaching at a school, working
for a school, or even volunteering at a school. According to the California
Department of Education, in the last year Governor Schwarzenegger
asked California schools to cut well over $4 billion from their spending.
Schools everywhere are cutting programs from the bottom up,
leaving the students stranded
and confused as to what they die
to deserve this. Summer schools
are gone; music programs
too, along with school-funded
athletic programs and clubs.
The numbers of students are
seemingly endless and continue
to grow as schools continue
to cut down employees.
Everyone
involved
in
education is missing out,
and it seems as if there is no
end. The long term effects
of this could leave the economy in even greater trouble.
Meanwhile, California has promised in its budget to give its prison
system 10 percent of its money while higher education will receive
a stifling seven percent. Even to the prisoners themselves this seems
all but fair. In a recent letter to the Otter Realm, Larry Wallace, a
prisoner at Folsom State Prison, voiced his frustration, "It has become
painfully obvious that our political leaders are more interested in
incarceration over education." Wallace brings up a very good
point; by keeping an emphasis on the prison system complex, as it
is called by social critics, politicians maintain a corporate model of
incarceration that keeps even minor offenders behind bars, while
reducing support to education, a foundation of a modern society.
Students on campus aren't exactly thrilled with the idea of budget cuts
either."! think it's unbelievable that I have to pay more money for less class
time," says Ray Lake, a first year Math major, "I don't think the politicians

"California has
promised in its
budget to give
its prison system
10 percent of its
money while higher
education will receiv
a stifling seven
percent."

have our best interests in mind at
all." Lake is not alone in his ideas
either, other students on campus
are just as upset. "If we are the ones
who are going to help society once
we get out of school then why
people in prisons are being taken
care of so well," said Katie Fisher
a first year Global Studies major.
California has promised more
of its money to its prison system
than its students. The state has
made a move to begin releasing
prisoners. According to USA Today,
California has the country's largest
prison system. And in the wake of
a federal court order for Governor
Schwarzenegger
to
release
some 40 thousand prisoners,
politicians still do not seem to
get the point. Wallace writes,
"California continues to have
enormous budget deficits, and a
prison system that is extremely
overcrowded, and draining state
funds; funds that would normally
be used for education." According
to the proposed budget by our
governor, by the end of the fiscal
year the state should spend
roughly $ 18,859 that does not exist.
Voters want to see that the
elected officials truly have the
best interest of the constituents,
either students or inmates.

Apple's new iPad is being touted
as the "most advanced technology
in a magical and revolutionary
device at an unbelievable price"
according to a press release by
Apple, Jan. 27. With current
devices like netbooks and e-book
readers, how is the iPad better
and justifiable at the $499 ■■■■■
price tag?
Companies like Asus,
Dell and HP all produce
small laptops that sacrifice
performance for size called
netbooks.
Screens on
netbooks usually measure
between8.1 inchesand 10.1
inches and have a modest
display resolution of, at the
highest end, 1366 x 768. The
iPad's screen size is a modest 9.7
inches with a resolution of 1024 x
786. This falls right in the middle
of the specs. However, where
netbooks and the iPad differ is in
the interface. Netbooks have a
keyboard and track pad attached.
The iPad's interface device is a
multi-touch touch screen with a
virtual keyboard. This is vastly
different than most netbooks and
some are saying the two are too
different to compare. "If Steve
Jobs hoped to answer... how it's
better than a netbook, he didn't
make a compelling case." Joshua
Topolsky, Editor-In-Chief for
Engadget.com, said in reference
to Job's comparison to current
netbook solutions.
Another comparable device
to iPad is the e-book reader.
Currently there are several
options for consumers to choose
from, like Amazon's Kindle, Sony's
Reader and the newest Barnes
and Noble's Nook. These devices
specialize in one task, reading. All
three have elnk displays, a special
display type specifically designed
for reading, that boast better
battery life because they are not
backlit. Also, elnk displays feel
more like reading a page in a book
and are better for the reader's

eyes. The iPad's LCD is graphically
better and instead of waiting the
average of 1.5 seconds for a page
turn, iPad allows a reader to touch
the screen and turn a digital page
in real time.
However, many touch screen
readers, like the Sony PRS-600
------------------------- Reader
Touch, allow
the reader
to
take
notes while
reading a
book. The
iPad lacks
the ability
to multitask,
........................................ — much like
PHOTO PROVIDED
A
. ,
,n ,
Apples iPod
touch. So if a reader wants to take
a notation of a paragraph, they
will have to exit out of the e-book
application and open a separate
note taking application. This could
significantly reduce efficiency.
Many in the tech industry, like
Engadget.com, are touting this
device as a flop two months prior
to its launch. Despite reviews
not being favorable, textbook
publishers are already preparing
iBook versions of their textbooks
and
many
companies
are
developing websites and apps that
work specifically with iPad. It is
good to remember when the iPod
was announced in 2001 it too was
considered a lost device with no
home. Now it has revolutionized
the way we listen to music, make
phone calls and interact with each
other.

"With current
devices like
netbooks and
e-book readers,
how is the iPad
better and
justifiable at the
$499 price tag'
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Black Box Cabaret
The BBC was a known trademark of CSU Monterey Bay for those who enjoy the arts. The
show atmosphere was missed for a semester but, is now back with a full calendar to
expect in March.
Ashley Martinez, Staff Reporter
ASMARTINEZ@CSUMB.EDU

The live energy. Bright lights.
Candyflip takes the stage bringing
the crowd together for the return
of the Black Box Cabaret (BBC).
After the BBC closed its doors in the
Spring of 2009 it was re-opened
with a vengeance January 28-30.
The grand opening weekend was
filled with live events.
The BBC was a known trademark
of CSU Monterey Bay for those
who enjoy the arts. The show
atmosphere was missed for a
semester but is now back with a
full calendar to expect in March.
It has gone through many
difficulties trying to stay alive since
its first opening in 1996. The BBC
was originally for temporary use
but ended up being a success with
students. It was the students who
fought to keep it going after it was
shut down in 2000 for not meeting
codes. The students asked for a
$40 fee referendum to keep the
building running. The referendum

was approved by the students for the BBC's renovations to keep it
functioning. The University Corporation took the obligation to loan the
money to the building until the student fees paid off the building that
totaled $1.25 million.
The BBC was closed last fall semester because the student fees had
paid off the loan and the Corporation was giving the building to the
students. The Corporation had no interest in the building because they
lost a lot of money in the facility that never broke even. It did not break
even because not enough students were eating there or going over to
the BBC.The corporation felt it was in the best interest for the students to
take over the BBC since the debt was paid off. The Associated Students
(AS) didn't know what to do with the building once it was theirs so it was
closed for the whole fall semester to come up with plans on what to do
with it. It was decided to keep it a programming venue. The BBC is the
only building on campus that is student owned and run.
With the Corporation leaving, the food services went with it. They
were responsible for the food and alcohol that was served.The BBC could
serve food but that isn't in the agenda at the moment. There will be no
alcohol served there because student programs are all participating in
being alcohol free. They are planning on serving snacks at the venue so
food is not out of the question.
Every Wednesday there is a meeting open to the student population
at 6 p.m. in the AS conference room. These meetings consist of a flow
of voices coming up with new ideas for improving the BBC and trying
to make it closer to students' taste and interests. Everyone is welcome
to attend.
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Student of the Issue
Samuel Pereira, Staff Reporter
SPEREIRA@CSUMB.EDU

Thomas Ford Megolmedomb
Imagine moving continents, imagine meeting your mom for the first
time at age seven, imagine not even knowing your own ethnicity. This
was the early childhood of Thomas Ford Megolmedomb, a sophomore
HCOM major at CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
"I was seven-and-a-half-years old when I came here,” Megolmedomb
said in his deep French accent. He met his mom's friend in the airport
in his hometown of Yaounde, Cameroon and hopped on the next
plane to San Diego where his mom lived.
Scared and nervous, Megolmedomb met his mom, a white woman
he did not recognize. ”1 had only seen a white person once or twice
before I met my mom" He thought his step-mom, his father's wife in
Cameroon, was his real mom.
"I couldn't believe we were related."
Meeting his mom was only the beginning of a childhood of
difficulty. Learning how to speak English was his next obstacle to
overcome, in Cameroon, French, one of the official languages, was
taught in the classrooms and spoken at home.
"The first word I learned was'banana," Megolmedomb said with his
unique cadence, repeating the word as he said it then, which is nearly
unrecognizable now.
"But the girls loved my accent. I was the ladies man in elementary
school because all the other boys thought the girls had cooties. In
Africa, I hung out with both boys and girls so this was natural for me.”
But school became an issue early into first grade. His mom had to go
to every class with him and translate every word the teacher said. He

did not learn how to spell his last name until the fifth grade. But his
personality and kindness with his friends shone through the glaring
differences.
A good person can be seen through any culture barrier and
Megolmedomb was definitely visible.
Once he learned English, school became a breeze. After ait, he did
move here to obtain a better education and a better future. African
schools were very tough, Megolmedomb explained. "The teachers
would fail you for any mistake you made. They hit us, too.”
In high school, academics remained easy for Megolmedomb. Almost
too easy. "As the years went on, my grades began to slip because I was
bored by school," Megolmedomb said. College was still in his future.
Megolmedomb was accepted CSUMB which he chose because it was
better for him financially than other schools. Also, "I wanted to get far
away from home," he said.
He still is affected negatively from the early transition, "since I didn't
grow up here, I am still ignorant to many things.”
The positives greatly outweigh the negatives, Megolmedomb said.
"It's just a better way of life here. There are way more opportunities for
my future here than in Cameroon."
"It's the best. Everyone should come to America," Megolmedomb
advised.
He is currently a member of the Kappa Sigma and is keeping up
in his school and personal life. Through it all, Megolmedomb has
succeeded and will continue to.

Staff of the Issue
Annie Sacks, Staff Reporter
ASACKS@CSUMB.EDU

Dr. Dan Fernandez

Hot cold, hot cold, they wonder what is going on in the world. Students put time and energy into everything they do. "I've learned everything
wait for an explanation.
I do takes energy whether my own or the cat [I drive] I don't take
Global warming is a phrase that may be overused in todays media, anything for granted." Knowledge can help people understand the
but also very relevant in the world today. A 14-year CSU Monterey Bav world around them and with everything he does Dr. Fernandez is
(CSUMB) Physics professor Dr. Dan Fernandez, said he shares a passion trying to get people to be as knowledgeable as possible.
with many people across the world, the green movement. And he
For the third year running Dr. Fernandez has organized and
believes the more people who know about and understand climate participated in a nationwide teach in with over 100 other universities
change or global warming the better
who hold the event, Focus on the Nation, the same day. This yeat Dr.
Getting his undergraduate degree at Indiana University Purdue Fernandez decided to run Focus on the Region two weeks after the
and his graduate at Stanford he has always been interested in green Focus on the Nation
and everything that comes with it green jobs, green education green
students have requested this event numerous times. "If students
energy
are interested and get something out of this teach-in then I'm all on
Owning his own energy-efficient car that runs on waste vegetable oil it," said Fernandez. The Focus on the Region will be held from 11 a.m. to 3p.m..
and cooking in a solar powered oven, Dr Fernandez tries to incorporate at the Univeisitv Center. The event will be held from 11 a.m. to 3p.m.
green into his everyday life. He incorporates green into his lessons Also there will be a half hour break and a lot of exhibits including one
with his physics classes as well,‘[There] are better wavs to do things electric car company. Dr. Fernandez said them is going to be a lot of
we take for granted but there is always a place for technology," said opportunities for students, faculty and the community to interact.
Fernandez. Efficient energy has been one of his interests. People must
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Come and check out
the NEW Ord Market

World
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3074 Del Monte Ave
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Marina CA 93933
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IO AM TO 2 AM
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AUDIO/VIDEO
NETWORK

Buy One Ticket, Get One Free!

&BODY
PIERCING

831-883-8435
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Guide
Surviva

2 Coache a

rules to a big music festival
Grab your sunscreen, call your friends
and make your way to the desert.
small

Chris Rankin, Staff Reporter
CRANKIN@CSUMB.EDU

The 2010 installment of the Coachella Music Festival is upon us. On April
16-18 in Indio, California, hundreds of musicians will be gracing the
desert stages. This year's headliners are rapper Jay Z, English alt-rockers
Muse, newly reunited indie-rock godfathers Pavement and Blur front
man Damon Albarn's group The Gorillaz. With
plenty of tickets still available and a payment plan
geared toward college students, it is time to start
getting organized.
Make Lodging Arrangements Early
Coachella draws over 160 thousand people,
making hotels sell out quickly. Try to book within
the next few weeks, but be prepared to look
outside the immediate area like Palm Springs
or San Bernardino. For $55 you can camp at the
festival and now for the first time attendees are
permitted to sleep inside their vehicles. Keep
in mind there are thousands of excited fans
screaming all night; consequently sleep is hard to
come by if you take the camping route.
Dress Accordingly
Indio is in the middle of the desert and it is not uncommon for
temperatures to reach
triple digits during
the day and low 50's
during the night.
Bring
layers
and
change accordingly
as the weather does.
Veteran
Coachella
attendee and CSU
Monterey Bay junior
Renee Vincent, Human
Communications (HCOM) major said, "Be prepared, don't be the girl who
thinks it's a good idea to wear high-heels." Since 2004 full-size backpacks
have been permitted, take advantage of this. Vincent also said "Pack
Wet-Nap's, they're a necessity, once you use the port-o-potties you will
see why."
Make a Plan
Know who is there and when they are playing. Set times are usually

announced a week or so before the festival. Coachella is huge
and the inevitable schedule conflict will occur; recognize that
this will happen and do not let it ruin your day. If a band is a must
see for you get to the stage early. Headliners draw approximately
50 thousand people at their
performances.
Self Control
Music starts around 11:30
a.m. and goes until the
wee hours of the morning.
Pace yourself. The festival
averaged 25 heat related
hospitalizations in 2009. Be
sure to take hourly water
breaks along with plenty
of shade. A few years ago
a recycling program was
started; if you collect ten
empty water bottles you
can trade them in for one full
bottle.
Bring Friends
It is always more fun to enjoy the festival in a large group. This
allows for you to split up and explore music others may not want
to. Cell phones get very poor service at Coachella. Designate
meeting spots before hand, this way you or your friends will not
have to search for missing group members.
The Coachella Music Festival is the Mecca of American music
festivals.
It
is
important before
you go to make
yourself aware of
what is expected
inside the hollowed
concert grounds.
Along
with
Coachella this guide
holds true for many
festivals. Take this
guide coupled with
your love for music and enjoy Coachella and any other festival

Jazz
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stival

A Music Bash by the Splash of the Bay
Brad Boatwright, Copy Editor
BBOATWRIGHT@CSUMB.EDU

The drummer takes up the
brushes, starts a beat as the rest
of the band take their placesnext comes the bass, low, deep,
thumping- then the keyboardists
brings in the melody and the pace
picks up- a quick build to a burst of
brass- the sax player, with fingers
up and down on the keys- and here
the audience is really feeling itheads bobbing, feet tapping- and
soon up on their feet- moving with
the rhythm as the band wails and
jumps along.

March 5-7 marks the 30 Anniversary of Monterey Dixieland's, "Jazz
Bash By The Bay". This multi-stage event hosts over 23 bands and will
feature music rooted in: jazz, swing, blues and Dixieland. The music
schedule starts everyday at 10 a.m. and bands will continue to play past
sundown, all the way to 11 p.m.
Tickets can be bought as individual-day badges for $40 to $55 or as
all-event passes for $90. Students under 25, with a school ID, can take
advantage of $ 10 Friday or Sunday and $20 Saturday tickets.
Requiring a year-round planning committee of 15 and over 70
volunteers, the Jazz Bash continues its expansion and inclusion of
musical styles. Using tradition as a jump-off point, the festival aims to
evolve and encompass other genres that draw influence from American
Jazz. "We're trying to build a bigger audience," said Betsy Shea, President
of marketing communications, "The festival is not what it used to sound

like." An emphasis has been placed on gaining young people's interest,
with fresh musical styles and student bands, as well as offering lessons
on the basics of jazz, by a veteran performer.
A major focus of this year's event is providing music that people can
move to. "We've stressed to all the bands, especially the ones who play
swing, to make their music danceable."said Shea, "Most of the venues
have dance floors." The up-tempo music will include anything from
contemporary to classics from the Great American Songbook.
"Saturday has a wider selection. You'll get more of the larger groups."
said Shea. Despite what day attended, there will be a wide abundance
of music and plenty of dancing.
The horns carry on, blowing and pitching- fingers pounding keysthe band moving towards the crescendo, building, rising- culminating
in a flurry of yelps and screeches and slams, the audience howling and
cheering for more.
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It's F*cking Hard
Vision &Volume toTalkAbou Art

"I never thought it was going to be a
novel, it just went somewhere else"
Nobia Monsauret, Staff Reporter

Brad Boatwright, Copy Editor

NMONSAURET@CSUMB.EDU

BBOATWRIGHT@CSUMB.EDU

Time to stop fretting, the break is over and Vision and Volume is back. If
you enjoyed the previous installments, be prepared, your about to be
hit be the mallet of originality as we present works that even your hip
little sister isn't blogging about.
Primer
A 2004 science fiction film about time travel, Primer is
a depiction of experimental discovery as it happens. The
film was written, directed and produced, on an extremely
low budget, by mathematician and engineer Shane
Carruth. Aaron (Carruth) and Abe, corporate engineers,
run a side business with two other friends. They use the money made
to fund scientific projects, with hopes of creating something worthy of
gaining venture capital. After an argument about which direction to go
in, Aaron and Abe start working on their own device, whose function
is to reduce the weight of an object. What they actually create is a time
machine.They devise a plan to make money cheating the stock market,
but it does not take long for them to start trying to meddle with their
lives. The plotline involves multiple timelines and may take a few
viewings to fully understand. Carruth wrote the dialogue to accurately
reflect working scientists, leaving in technical jargon and complex
language.

G. Love and Special Sauce: "G. Love & Special Sauce"
Drawing influence from guitar and harmonica driven
blues, funk backbeat and hip-hop lyricism, G. Love's
1994 debut album is a reinvention of genres. Loose
raps about summer-time living, cold beverages and
basketball are spit over an unfaltering rhythm section. The bands delta
sound comes from their use of instruments: old dobro guitars for G,
"Jimi Jazz" Prescott on stand-up bass and "The Houseman" Clemens
precision brush drumming. And, no drum machines or sampling from
this group. The album was recorded live, adding to it's lo-fi blend of
slacker rap and acoustic blues.
You Shall Know Our Velocity
Known for his vibrant prose and often subtle cynical
sarcasm, Dave Eggers second book finds Will trying to
give away $32,000. After a delusional plan to use
the money to save his friend's life fails, Will and third
comrade, Hand, decided to visit obscure countries and give the money
away to people they find to be most deserving. Through elaborate
ways of distributing the money and spontaneous side adventures,
they see that without a definite strategy, distributing the funds is more
difficult and awkward than they expected. The novel reads as a travel
log, yet shows insight into Wills fears and isolation as he moves from
country to country.
The second season of Vision and Volume is on the move and will be
exposing the masses, with continued updates, on the best in
avant-garde art.

Junot Diaz, 2008 Pulitzer Prize
winner for his novel, The Brief
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,
walked onto the stage of the
World Theater the evening of
Feb 10, faced his audience while
shading his eyes and looking
over the sea of faces that
packed the theater and gave a
reading from his iPhone. Bright
lights illuminated his
casual attire, clad in blue
jeans with "New Jersey"
printed on the front of his
T-shirt, as he encouraged
attendees to ask him
questions.
According
to Karina Hernandez,
HCOM Creative Writing
and Social Action major,
senior 2010, Diaz put the
audience to ease, "He was
so humble and down to
earth and throughout his
reading he continued showing
it. By opening up the floor to the
students, by pointing out the
sign language lady--who does
that? He was just amazing!"
Diaz, the spring guest of the
Presidential Speaker series,
visited with students of various
Cultural and Humanities classes
earlier that afternoon in a special
session. Students anticipated
his arrival with a celebrity status,
"I was totally excited. Junot
spoke my language. He was
really real. Meeting Junot was
like meeting a rock star for me
and I even have his autograph
in my book. It was so cool," said
Laura Dietrich-Smith, HCOM
Single Subject Waiver Senior,
2011.
To the student audience he
credited the strict discipline
from a military family helped
train him to be a good writer.
Diaz said he is not smart, nor is
he special, but that his genius

comes from intense and total immersion in his craft. Diaz told the
student audience he writes four to six hours a day keeping five of every
100 pages of what he writes, without much free-writing, because Diaz
feels he is more of a highly structured writer. The simple, uncomplicated
form in which his dialectic style unfolds is actually a result of his technical
method, "The organic sound was a lot of work." Laura Dietrich-Smith,
also appreciated his words, "As a mother of son who plays professional
sports, Junot's words rang so true for me. He talked about discipline,
and mentioned he learned this by watching how hard athletes work
and how strong their work ethic is.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Diaz's advice to the students was, "Genius is dedicated hard work; write
five hours a day and you'll get good. You can't be an Olympian without
training long hours every day". Karina Hernandez said, "The most
important thing that he could have said, as a Creative Writing and social
Action student was how knowledge is art. We are here to learn and be
utterly and completely transformed not to get a job. To me, that meant
so much, because I often hear "Oh, what are you going to do with that
major?' He reminded me why. He reminded me that the present state
of the educational system is not the right one and the fight that is being
fought to change it is worth it."
Diaz, a self-proclaimed slow writer took more than a decade to write The
Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Woa. "I never thought it was going to
be a novel, it just went somewhere else," said Diaz. "All of the discipline
and training cannot cease the non-stop coding from our subconscious
in order to unravel the mess. So, with time things became clear. In
retrospect, life is like a movie;" said Diaz, "You sit five rows back and you
see pieces. Ten rows (years) further, and the picture gets bigger and you
process out more." Diaz explained, "The rhythm and believability of my
characters come from living with them for so long." He asserts that, "I
can tell when someone (a writer) lived with a character for (only) eight
months."
Diaz said the characters for his short stories in Drown were
unintentionally based on his life, but not one character is him. Diaz said
he was a sensitive and observant youngster and noticed "F*cked up
sh*t that no one else wanted to talk about."
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CSUMB creators to go to Sundance
Film Festival. Everyone has a story.

American
Nobodies
Brad Boatwright, Copy Editor
BBAOTWRIGHT@CSUMB.EDU

Creating art from an old piano
and a tree, trumpeting the
National Anthem every year at the
first high school home game or
working as a fairy for young-girls
birthday parties. Most everyone
has a hidden talent, habit or
uniqueness to them. But, how
does one discover other's quirks?
Two CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
alumni
filmmakers,
Rodrigo
Ojeda-Beck and Robert Machoian,
have been busy on such a project.
Composed of two minute moving
portraits, American Nobodies
divulges the lives of average
citizens doing fascinating things.
Started as a way to increase
web presence and gain traffic for
their short films, the venture soon
developed into an online series of
individual episodes. "We wanted
to give recognition to people who
don't often get it," said OjedaBeck, "Highlighting everyday
people to revitalize Americana."
Current figures range from artists,
poets and musicians to other

more unusual situations. One is a
couple with a strict relationship
commitment, they kiss once a
day and hug for no more than a
few seconds. Another, a woman
with
a
peculiar profession,
works at young girl's birthday
parties as a fairy or princess. Self
narrative is dubbed over images
of the subject and scenes of their
individuality. Every Monday a new
chapter is loaded to the website,
with a plan to continue multiple
seasons in the future. As of now
it is only a web series, but the
team ultimately dreams to turn
it into a complete piece in itself.
In addition, the pair was
selected to screen their 10 minute
film, "Charlie and The Rabbit", the
story of a boy’s quest to imitate
Elmer Fudd, at the 2010 Sundance
film festival. This opportunity
lends recognition and the ability to
make connections with prominent
members in the industry. The
short is the second in a trilogy on
youth, which, "Features aspects of

youth and how they are carried
into adulthood." Ojeda-Beck said.
With significant experience
undertheirbeltsand ideasflowing,
Ojeda-Beck and Machoian have
an agenda to build upon their
repertoire, after the completion
of season one of American
Nobodies. "12 in 1"will consist of
twelve short films, created while
attending CSUMB, aimed to see
how their filmography has grown.
Along with brief films, the two
are assembling feature-length
movies. The first, a documentary
on the Salinas Rodeo and the
second, a narrative, whose script
and funding are still in the works.
As
American
Nobodies
continues
to
pursue
the
extraordinary in the mundane,
they travel farther into the
country,
searching
for
the
anomalous characteristics that lie
secretly in each human. They may
be distinct car enthusiasts, street
performers,
have
anatomical
surprises or who knows what else.
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SPORTS
WOMEN'S BASKETBAIL
CLASS: JUNIOR
MAJOR: KINESIOLOGY
HOMETOWN: OXNARD

■Innte Sacks. Stuff Reporter
V

mb LIU'

Her head steady, she breaths in the intensity of the gym air. Bringing

but my love for the game of basketball got me through it,'Said

the ball up the court she passes, cuts around and sets up for the big

Santizo,

three, feet set she catches the ball and then releases in one fluid
movement... a swish, nothing but net. Hustling back on defense

Being on a basketball court is like being in her own world to

Santizo. "I take things hard because I bate to make mistakes.

moving het feet quickly, she stops her opponent. The buzzer rings,

After a win I feel incredibly happy because we accomplished a

they have’ won..

victory as a team. If we lose I take things hard and personally,” said

Michelle Sanflzo transfer student from Ventura Community

Santizo.

College, wheie she was selected as an All Conference first team both

her freshmen and sophomore seasons. Her sophomore year the

Playing in the Otter green and blue Michelle surprisingly

loves the color orange. This otter may lead her team to victory

team won the Western State Conference Championships and she

in CSUMB color but little does she know how much her favorite

was named Womens Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) junior

color describes her perfectly; orange is proven to represent

college All American. Now a guard for the Otters, Santizo or "Tizo" as

enthusiasm, creativity, determination, success, encouragement

she is called by her coaches and teammates will continue to show her

and happiness. Head coach Renee Jimenez said," "Tizo" is the

leadership skills toward her fellow Otters.

engine that makes the team run. She knows whose hands we

Playing basketball since she was in third grade, Santizo considers
basketball one her stress outlets. Playing for the Otters, Michelle

need to get the ball in to score and when we need to score, she
can get to the basket or knock down the big three.

appreciates the community life of CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) campus.

Santizo said that the small campus community of athletes and their

She represents all that is good in our basketball program on
and off the court and we are proud to have her as our captain this

support has made time playing for the otters enjoyable and made her

season.” She is expecting great things from this team with Santizo

choice to come play for the Otters easier. Helping to lead het team

at the helm to help put Otter women’s basketball on the map.

"Tizo" and her teammates this season are making school history this

Heading to their final games coach Jimenez is happy to have a

season, now 17-7. They played their homecoming game against UC

player like Santizo. "With Tizo in driver's seat, I know she is going

San Diego with coach Renee Jimenez said was one of the biggest wins

to be taking us to all the right places as a basketball team and

of the season. We are on track to make our first appearance in the

more importantly as a program. ’

conference tournament,” said Santizo.

After the game exhausted and enthused she heads back to

Michelle has overcome a lot while playing ball. One of the hardest

her room, her nook, as she lays down to sleep, being in her room

obstacles she has encountered is the passing of her father while she

sleeping always puts her at ease, she dreams of playing basketball

attended junior college. "It was one of the hardest times in my life

and of winning the conference title.

Games

Otter
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of the Issue

Athlete

MICHELLE SANTIZO

Date

Time

Fri,12/4

5:30 p.m.

Fri. 12Z4

7:30 p.m.

Sport

Opponent

Women’s Basketball________Cal State Stanislaus______
Men’s Basketball

Sat.12/5

5:30 p.m. Women’s Basketball

Sat.12/5

7:30 p.m.

Cal State Stanislaus

Chico State

Men’s Basketball____________ Chico State_________

Wed, 12/9

5:30 p.m.

Women’s Basketball

Fri,12/18

7:30 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

San Francisco State University

Menlo College

Mon, 12/28

7:00 p.m, Women’s Basketball

Tue,12/29

7:30 p.m,

Men’s Basketball

San Francisco State University

Sat, 1/2

5:30 p.m.

Women’s Basketball

Humboldt State University

Sat, 1/2

7:30 p.m.

Sun,l/3

5:30 p.m.

Women’s Basketball__________ Sonoma State_________

Sun,l/3

7:30 p.m,

Men’s Basketball____________ Sonoma State_________

Fri, 1/22

5:30 p.m,

Women’s Basketball

Cal State San Bernardino

Fri. 1/22

7:30 p.m,

Men’s Basketball

Cal State San Bernardino

Sat, 1/23

5:30 p.m,

Women’s Basketball

Dominican University

Men’s Basketball______ Humboldt State University

Cal Poly Pomona

Women's Basketball
2009-2010 CCAA Tournament
Day/Date

Opponent

Location

Tuesday
3-2-10

First
Round

Arcata, CA

Friday

Second

Arcata, CA

3-5-10

Round

Saturday

3-6-10

Finals

Arcata, CA
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The Dreams and Inspiration

■

Olympics
Britt Triplett, Staff Reporter
BTRlPtETT@CSUMB.EDU

The 21 winter Olympics have
come and gone leaving all of the
victories and defeats from athletes
officially imprinted in history. This
occasion held over 86 medal events
in the stunning cities of Vancouver,
Whistler and Richmond, Canada.
The winter games took place Feb.
12-Feb. 28, or "16 days of magic," as
described by International Olympic
Committee president Jacques
Rogge. Many are familiar with
the outcomes of the events, but
there was a lot of action behind
the scenes that you might not be
familiar with.
Many protestors have taken a
stand against the Olympics, even
going so far as to attempt to
disrupt the path of the Olympic
torch and forcing the runner to
find an alternative route. The
protestors organized together for
different reasons, most concerning
anti-racism, and others are up in
arms about the Olympics taking
place on stolen native land.
The peninsula was proud to
support one of its own residents,
Nick Cunningham who is a
Monterey High School graduate.
He competed in the four-man
bobsled event along with his
teammates, and they were the
United States third ranked bobsled
team, hitting speeds of over 100

miles an hour, reported from the
Monterey Herald.
The opening ceremony took
place at Vancouver's BC Place with
the main theme, “to inspire the
world."
The government of Canada
contributed $20 million for the
opening ceremony alone to
ensure that it would exceed the
expectations of Canadians from all
parts of the country. The estimated
cost of the 2010 winter games was
around $1.7 billion, with security
expenses exceeding $900 million.
With much planning, time, and
of course money, the three main
Olympic venues cost over $530
million to build.
The Vancouver Sun reported
that Rogge praised Vancouver
organizers, calling the affair
"a blueprint for future games."
With everything meticulously
planned, Vancouver surely did
not disappoint.
The dreams
and inspiration surrounding the
inspiring event was what drew
viewers from all over the globe to
witness history in the making.
Now, with the games over and
the athletes returning home to
their countries, all one can do is
reminisce on the unforgettable
memories left behind.

Basketball
National TV
CSUMB Basketball on CBS
Veronica Miramontes, Staff Reporter
VMIRAMONTES@CSUMB.EDU

With a sold out crowd of 1,850 people, the Humboldt gym was loud and
ready, so were the CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) students. For the first
time ever CSUMB Men's Basketball was being shown live on national
television. Anticipation was seen all over both teams'faces as the jump
ball went straight in the air, game time.
Saturday, Feb. 6 at 2:30 p.m. CSUMB Men's Basketball team had a
game against Humboldt State University (HSU). Traveling up north to
the Redwoods, the men's and women's basketball team was ready to
compete; it was the Otters vs. the Lumberjacks.
For the men this was unlike any other seasonal game. The CBS College
network channel hosted the game for the nation to see. The reason
CBS chose to host the game, was because HSU was ranked fourth in
the nation in National College Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II
basketball, and they are number one in the conference of the California
Collegiate Athletic Association (CCAA)
"It was nice to hear, but was a little nervous hearing about being
on national TV," said Sean Jergo, a senior player and a Social and
Behavioral Sciences Major. Preparation for the game also meant more
than practicing on the court. "My routine for preparing for the game is
the same routine as every other game, except I will definitely be getting
a haircut," said Captain, Warren Freeman, a junior player and Psychology
Major.
As Saturday's game came to a start many students
had their channel on the CBS College network for
this historic event. The student center also showed
the game for fellow
students to come out, eat
and watch their school
live. They even hosted
a contest for the most
spirited student.
The announcers of
the game were key on
the discussion of Otter's
talented
freshmen
player, Davion Berry,

Business major. The announcers
spoke of him as the future for
the Otters basketball program.
Being televised nationally gave
CSUMB exposure, by promoting
commercials of the school during
media time-outs and half-time
commercials.
It was a tough game for the
Otters and they did not come out
as strong as they wanted. This
affected their tempo, shots would
not fall. By halftime the Otters were
losing 36-21, and at the end they
fell to the Lumberjacks 87-54. Berry
led CSUMB with 16 points. Shaun
Williams and Sean Jergo seniors,
Ian Hosford junior, and Brandon
Wood freshmen had seven points
each. Hosford also had a team best
of six rebounds. The Otters shot
31 percent from
the field, 26.3
from outside the
arc, and 68.4 on
free throws. In
the end being
able to be part
of CSUMB first
ever nationally
televised
basketball game
was a successful
accomplishment
to the team.
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SPORTS

Intramurals
The leagues and games offered include soccer, basketball,
pick-up basketball games, and even flag football
Veronica Miramontes, Staff Reporter
VMIRAMONTES@CSUMB.EDU

Intramural sports are back at
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
giving a competitive and active
chance for students looking for
an athletic outlet. Being able to
have intramurals sports adds a
whole other dimension to CSUMB.
"I think joining intramural sports
allows students with the same
interest in sports to interact with
each other and network.” said
David Almanzar, a Junior Human
Communication (HCOM) major

who plays intramural basketball.
There are many students who are
very athletic and play sports, yet
might find it hard to play on any
school or local leagues due to their
commitment to school. Having
intramurals allows students a
chance to play and stay in shape.
All games are open and free
for current students to attend
or participate. The Athletic
Intramurals Recreational Sports
(AIRS) department hopes to get

students involved in something
year round. They also aim to
provide a way for meeting new
people and creating special
connections within the campus.
The leagues and games include
indoor soccer, basketball, pick-up
basketball games and even flag
football. Intramurals can be found
online under athletics page or on
the AIRS home page. The gym also
distributes sign-up information,
schedules and league standings.

The indoor soccer league
opened Saturday Feb. 6 with a
tournament. Team "Juega Bella”
placed second, losing by one goal
in the last seconds of play to a team
put together by the men's soccer
program. "I'm looking forward to
having my team enjoy our sport
and to win the championship,”
said Alma Cervantes, a Spanish
graduate working on her masters
and a member of the Juega Bella
team, "For our team is mainly girls
’ V'
, V--', ,
'C- »' ' ;

and we want to prove that girls
are just as competitive as men."
The team consists of female
students who play on the weekend
and indoor teams throughout
Monterey County.
Many students do not know
about all the leagues and sporting
activities the school has to offer.

AT&T Pro-Am
Samuel Pereira, Staff Reporter
SPEREIRA@CSUMB.EDU

Mixed emotions were felt
around the CSU Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) campus when Pebble
Beach hosted the AT&T Pro-Am
golf tournament. The tournament
took place during Valentines Day
weekend as the field of competitors
included professionals such as Phil
Mickelson and celebrities such
as football player Tom Brady and
professional surfer Kelly Slater.
Pebble Beach has been using
CSUMB for parking for events since
it was established in 1994 and the
debate among students has been
raging during that time.
Some
CSUMB
students
feel as though our campus
is taken advantage of and
underappreciated.
Ashley
Siemensma, a sophomore Liberal
Studies major, feels this way. "I
think our school is more than an
old fort used for parking for the
Pro-Am," she said. "It has taken a lot
of hard work to get where we are

today and we are bigger and more
important than just a parking lot."
Brennan Spencer, a sophomore
Kinesiology major at CSUMB
received a free ticket to a practice
round
through
Associated
Students (AS) and took the
shuttle to Pebble Beach. He feels
differently about the situation.
"The bus was completely empty
because I went later than most, but
it only took 25 minutes. And it was
very convenient, I walked from my
suite in North Quad to the shuttle
that took me straight to Pebble
Beach," he said. "I am definitely in
favor of people using our campus
to park because it brings a lot of
attention to our campus."
Brian Ramler, a sophomore
Business major at CSUMB, feels
"privileged to be in such close
proximity to a well-established
golfing community. I like to take
advantage of the beautiful area
we live in everyday. I also believe

that we should utilize the natural
environment and I think the
parking for the Pro-Am is beneficial
for the surrounding communities
to be able to experience CSUMB
first-hand."
CSUMB hosts parking for several
events throughout the year and no
end to this trend is in sight. When
Pebble Beach will host the 2010
U.S. Open golf tournament for the
first time in 10 years from June
14-20. All parking for the event will
be at CSUMB and the spectators
will be shuttled to Pebble Beach.
The U.S. Open is an annual golf
tournament that is one of the four
major events of the golf season.
The best golfers in the world show
up for the event and Tiger Woods is
still undecided about his return for
the event. Woods won the event
and set a course record at Pebble
Beach in 2000 to win the U.S. Open.
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OPINION

10

coast

Stress
Reliefs
Jayna Patel, Stajf Reporter

Mary Beth Bjork, Staff Reporter

IPATEL@CSUMB.EDU

MBJORK@CSUMB.EDU

It used to be a world of "wicked
awesome" and now it's a world
of "totally gnarly" and "hella cool."
It is interesting to be the new
exchange student on campus.
I'm very lucky and happy to have
already acquired some wonderful
new friends.
It is exciting to look out my
dorm room window and see both
the mountains and the ocean. Back
at Keene
"I keep thinking State
to myself when College
in
New
is the blizzard
Hampshire,
coming and then we have
snowy
I laugh
mountains
and smile."
with a bone
chilling
temperature of 20 degrees outside
when it's 60 degrees here. It is nice
to not have to get all bundled up
like the abominable snowman with
a winter parker, furry boots, a scarf,
hat and mittens. Now I'm pulling a
sweatshirt on over my head if the
ocean breezes pick up, wearing big
sunglasses, and flip-flops. Walking
through campus everyday I love
looking at the whimsical cypress
trees, smelling the eucalyptus
breeze by as I feel the sunshine
warming my face, I feel I am living
in a dream.
Every time I see the palm tree
in front of the bookstore I can't
help but smile. I have never seen
a palm tree like it in my life. I keep
thinking to myself when is the
blizzard coming and then I laugh

and smile. I feel so happy to be in such a
beautiful place with such wonderful people.
It has been interesting to see the
difference of pace here at CSU Monterey Bay
compared to back home where everyone is
"Go, go, go." It seems far more chill here. It
is also nice to see such a culturally diverse
campus. Back at my home school there is
not as much multiplicity and here I can
get a greater appreciation for other cultures
and become more introspective. Diversity is
important to become a well-rounded person
and to be able to relate to other people. It's
also quite interesting to see the difference
between people from "Nor Cal" and those
from "So Cal." Someone once told me they
should almost be two different states. I can
understand that perspective now that I've
been spending time with people both from
northern and southern California. I have
been enjoying living here at CSUMB. I look
forward to many more great adventures in
beautiful California. It is exciting to be living
in a completely new environment.
Someone told me there was nothing to do
here at CSUMB. I want to open that person's
eye. The sky is the limit here at CSUMB. Every
morning I wake up and gaze out my window
at the ocean and mountains and smile.
Living in such a place of wonder and beauty,
how could it ever get boring? Take time to
smell the flowers, there is a beautiful world
outside
that
windowpane.
Go out and
explore
this
place
of
great beauty.
Welcome
to
CSUMB.

It is no secret that college students are some of the most stressed out
people in our community. Here are some simple steps some can take in
order to take charge of their lives and turn stress into serenity.

1
2
3
4
56
78
9

Staying organized is one of the main components to leading a stressfree life. Keep everything organized from your desk to your desktop-yes
> even your computer counts. Organize your assignments in folders by
semester and class-this will make life easier without having to search
through a million Word documents.

Identify your stressors-who and what stresses you out? Make a list of
a4 the things in your life that cause you trouble and see what you can do
all
to minimize your stress.

Toss before you buy! Yes, I am talking to all of you out there on the
verge of becoming hoarders. If you go shopping for a new wardrobe,
► donate your old clothes you don't wear anymore. Because, come on, do
you really still need your prom dress? Don't attach yourself emotionally
to an item; that's what pictures are for.

Make your bed every morning! This may sound a little weird but it
works, I swear! I make my bed every morning, and I feel like a calmer
person. Think of your bed as a representation of your inner self. A messy
fcbed means a messy inner you.

Don't procrastinate! I know we are all guilty of this one. It's so hard
>not to procrastinate on boring assignments when there is so much to
do outside, and trashy reality shows win you over while your doing
homework.Try to finish assignments ahead of time so you can enjoy your
leisurely activities without the guilt or stress.
Be on time! Always late to class or work? Make a note to wake up a little
earlier, and always arrive to an appointment at least 10 minutes earlier.
This will save you from looking like a frazzled mess.

Create a To-Do List! Make a list of all the things you need or want to
accomplish in a day. Once you've finished the task cross it off. It will make
you feel accomplished and organized.

Stop multi-tasking! I know we all love gmail, AIM, and facebook, but
do we constantly need them open throughout the day? When working
on an assignment, keep only one program open. Turn off all the media
distractions that bombard you throughout the day. Focus on one task at
a time. It will make you a more zen person in the long run.
Take a break and relax! Turn off your phone, computer, TV, or whatever
else that distracts you in the day and take ten minutes of silence. These
ten minutes of meditation can help you re-energize the rest of your day.

10

Lastly; make sure you go outside and get some sunshine. It will
brighten up your day and will give you your daily dose of vitamin D as
well! So get out there and start living your life with less stress.
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Take

Gabriel King, Staff Reporter
GKING@CSUMB.EDU

ote

N

of This

With the Internet seemingly replacing newspapers as a source of
information, the question arises: Are newspapers still relevant? Well,
you are reading one right now so you must see some value in reading
newspapers. Social media websites such as twitter facebook and an
array of blogs allow users to socialize with each other in a way readers
of newspapers do not. Newspapers provide information to the reader
which could be discussed with family, friends and co-workers. But, these
discussions usually occur after a lapse of time and with people whose
opinions the reader is already aware of. Reading news articles online
gives the reader an insight on the views of others. This is done through
the use of a comments section underneath the article. The comments
section provides an immediate discussion of the news article. This
is evident on the website for the Otter Realm, otterrealm.net, where
readers can comment on the articles featured on the website.
I suggest a new idea to recreate this online experience offline
with newspapers. I propose whenever you finish reading an article in
the Otter Realm you write a comment on the newspaper. These can be
scribbled on the margins or underneath the article. You could even write
comments on Post-It notes and plaster them throughout the paper.
After you are done writing your comments leave the newspaper behind
for someone else to read. Hopefully the next person is able to gain
new perspective on the article they had just finished reading because
someone else commented on the article.

No longer would the author of the article be the sole person
speaking. The Otter Realm can be a vehicle for discussion between the
members of our community. Even if you never see these people face to
face, a glimpse of others' reactions can be gained through the writing
of comments on the Otter Realm. The mimicking of Internet comments
within newspapers may even bring new life into print newspapers. You
can even start today by commenting on what you think about this article
and this idea. Go ahead and try it out! There is space below so you can
make your opinion made to fellow readers of the Otter Realm.

What Do You Own?
Less than you think

Several thousand students were
affected last semester when the
Recording Industry Association
of America sent out notices and
subpoenas to the IT department
at CSU Monterey Bay as well as
thousands of other universities
nationwide. These notices were
in relation to the amount of illegal
downloading ofmusic through p2p
programs like bittorrent clients.
P2p refers to Peer to Peer networks
that allow personal computers
to be linked worldwide for the
distribution of files. The creators
of these programs, like uTorrent,
intended for their programs to be
distribution software, but maintain
that the files meant for distribution
were to be legally available.

This brings up the question of
ownership. If one purchases a
song, either from a hard copy like a
CD or digitally from iTunes, do they
own that piece of music? Digital
Rights Management (DRM) and
the Digital Millennium Copyright
Act currently state they do not
own the file they have purchased.
Rather they own a license to listen
to the song. This is like saying that
when one purchases a book from
the bookstore what you own is
the right to read the book, but
not the book itself. Furthermore,
if one was to lend the book to a
friend they would be breaking the
law because they did not have the
right to allow another person to
read the book.

In a world that is increasingly going digital, how will these licenses
affect our lives? DRM protocols are individual to the company that is
selling the media. For example, Apple's DRM is called FairPlay. When
I purchase a song on iTunes, FairPlay limits the song to be played on
five computers and an unlimited number of iPods. Apple's FairPlay is
unusually giving because of the agreements that Apple shares with the
true owners of the music; Universal, Sony BMG, EMI and Warner. Other
retailers' DRM protocols are much stricter. However in ten years, a single
person will have upgraded their computers and personal media players
two to three times. This means the DRM may impede the ability to play
the legally purchased file.
The real issue here is the financial bottom line that major companies
see and how their interests are misaligned with the interests of the
consumer. The consumer is rightfully due a product when they
purchase a song, a product that has lasting potential. Much like a used
record store that sells old copies of The Supremes, we should have the
right to sell or distribute downloaded content as we, the owners of that
product, see fit.

Cameron Fidler, Copy Editor
CFULLER@CSUMB.EDU
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ombuds [am-bu-dz]

1. One who investigates reported complaints (as from students or
consumers), reports findings and helps to achieve equitable settlements.

Well hello Otters,
The staff at the Otter Realm (OR) welcomes all students and
faculty back to CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) for spring semester
2010. We hope that everyone has had a chance to settle-in,
finalize schedules and re-unite with friends and colleagues.
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Sexual Healing

Our Inner

She Wolves
Claire Crosbie , Staff Reporter
ccrosbii
cslmb.i in:
When I heard Shakira's song, "She Wolf", I felt completely empowered.

Do not get me wrong, I have no intention of preying on the next guy I
see or dancing in a cage (more power to you), but it did inspire me to

continue striving for the things I want and most important, to do it with
confidence.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The Otter Realm is a bi-weekly student publication produced by the Otter Realm
club and HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: It is a training lab for students who wish
to develop journalism skills, and it is a forum for free expression of campus issues
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pages. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit for libel, space or clarity.

The song made me think of the numerous girls I know who are
lacking in the confidence department. Just being a female should
give them some sort of self-esteem. Some of them even allow their

insecurities to withhold them from doing the simple things in life

like dancing, wearing a fierce outfit and, what I've seen happen most
often, from finding a good and respectful relationship. These girls are

in desperate need of a little she wolf.
One interpretation of a she wolf from

my beloved source,

urbandictionary.com, is "a woman capable of going after numerous

guys (single and taken) while completely disregarding their emotions

OTTER OOPS

or reactions to her actions." The other interpretation, which I prefer, is
an independent and free woman who knows precisely what she needs

We look forward to no longer having this space available.

and wants. This she wolf version has the confidence to live life, knows
her desires and does not allow others, especially men, to change those
desires. Having confidence or finding that inner animal is crucial to

being happy, especially in a relationship. If you do not have confidence

SUDOKU

su-do-ku [sob-dd’kob]

Each Sudoku has a unique solution
that can be reached logically
without guessing. Enter digits from
1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every
row must contain one of each digit.
So must every column, as must
every 3x3 square.

and believe you deserve the very best from your significant other
then you will not get the best. If your insecurities are telling you you're
incapable of finding someone better, your boy/girl will also know
this and will eventually mistreat you because of it. If you do not love

yourself, others will find it hard to love you.

"To live you have to experiment, to have the ability to
experiment you have to have confidence, to have confidence you have

to be loved, to be loved you have to love." In order to build confidence,
you need to love yourself. Focus on the positive traits you possess, look

past the negative ones. Love and respect yourself and others will love
and respect you. Seek after your inner she wolf, embrace her, listen
closely to her desires and live.
Whether or not our inner she wolves are as promiscuous as Shakira's,
the importance of empowerment and having confidence as a female

is still the same. No matter how bold or shy your she wolf is, it is crucial

to have that inner confidence. Find that inner she wolf and as Shakira

Lauren Axworthy
Claire Crosbie
Pat Makenen
Annie Sacks

Estella Porras

said, "open up and set het free."
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Are you addicted to social networking sites?
(MySpace, Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
No, definetly not
I go on probably
once or twice a
day. I can stop
anytime though
~Nikki Miller,
freshman
Psychology

No, not addicted.
I go on once
in a while, it's
something to do.
~Greg Hidalgo,
freshman
Marine Biology

No, matter of
fact I deleted one
today. It depends
week to week.
~Erin Ovalle,
sophomore
ESTP

I go on about

once or twice a
month. I like to

No, I go on every
other day. Is
that addiction?
~Ashleigh
Schafer,
sophomore
ESTP

Yes, I'm addicted.
I go on several
times an hour.
~Danielle Carney,
freshman
ITCD

talk to people

every so often.
-Michael

Qwasny,
sophomore,

Liberal Studies

TIDES FOR MARCH
High Tide

Date

Day

1

Mo

1034am

5.4

1113pm

5.4

430am

0.7

454pm

-0.1

2

Tu

1129am

4.8

1150pm

5.5

525am

0.4

530pm

0.5

3

We

0.2

608pm

1.1

4

Th

1230am

5.5

135pm

3.7

722am

0.2

647pm

1.6

5

Fr

114am

5.4

257pm

3.2

829am

0.2

730pm

2.1

6

Sa

204am

5.2

442pm

3.1

944am

0.3

828pm

2.6

7

Su

305am

4.9

624pm

3.2

1101am

0.2

953pm

2.8

8

MO

415am

4.7

729pm

3.4

1210pm

0.2

1127pm

2.8

9

Tu

527am

4.7

810pm

3.6

106pm

0.1

10
11

We
Th

629am
720am

4.7
4.8|

839pm
3.7
1238am
2.6
903pm3.9129am2.4

150pm
226pm

0.0
0.1

I

1228pm

I

High Tide

Low Tide

622am

4.2

Low Tide

